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THE WIMBLEDON SCENE 


The occasion of the second Gary Everett Memorial Trophy meeting, 
when we remember the achievements of a young rider dedicated to speedway, 
who, with so many other Speedway personalities, lost his life at Lokeren, 
is a most appropriate occasion to tell you a little about the 1971 crop of 
young Dons. If any one of them makes a mark on the speedway scene 
equivalent to Gary Everett’s, then we shall be more than pleased. 

We have become “involved ’’ with quite a few young riders this year— 
some “old” in the sense that you have seen them elsewhere in other seasons, 
and some new—but all of them young and keen. We have been ready to 
provide practical facilities (both after racing on Thursdays, and also on Friday 
mornings before we begin to prepare the arena for greyhound racing) for any 
unattached rider who could hold his own. We have also been happy to give 
many of them opportunities to recover some of their very considerable ex- 
penses by competing for prize money in our juniors races. 

Although we should like to do more, you have only to look at the empty 
spaces on the terraces to see that there is not unlimited money available to 
splash around. And from now on, regretfully, we shall have to pull in our 
horns, and concentrate our attention upon the few who have shown the greatest 
early promise. 

There has recently been added to the regulations, by the Speedway Control 
Board, a new rule which limits the number of novice riders a club may put 
under contract. The limit is four. This means that any encouragement and 
help given to other young riders will be of greatest benefit to the promoter 
who is quickest to tempt them away from us. Although we pride ourselves 
upon our generous nature and fund of goodwill to all promoters, we feel it 
would be more sensible to spend what we can afford on the riders we can 
be sure of keeping. 

So we have the difficult task of choosing four “‘ bankers ”’ for our “ seven 
draws pool. And one of the factors is an assessment of which riders we are 
more likely to be successful with in arranging loan agreements to second 
division. Clearly it is important that the four we choose should gain as 
much actual racing experience in the rough, tough speedway world as can be 
managed. 

This is the task we are faced with. Which four shall we select? Watch 
this space for our decision. 

Bob Abell—Already an accomplished rider, who gets out front and stays 
there. 

John Amies—Still raw, but throws himself into the thick of things. Guts 
enough for two. Trevor’s discovery. 

Steve Collins—experienced, keen, tough and well equipped. 

Shane Hearty—a truly professional approach. 

Barry Murray—young Pete’s big kid brother, which means he is under the 
eye of Mirac. himself. 

Phil Pratt—was a regular team rider at Eastbourne and Reading with a second 
division average of 7 points. 

Graeme Stapleton—Little U.K. speedway experience, but a force to be 
reckoned with in the big-time N.Z. field and a Ronnie Moore protege. 

No easy task to pick only four from that lot—-even though we shall try 
not to lose touch with the unlucky three. 





RONNIE MOORE — HE’S THE GREATEST 
says Cyril J, Hart 

A great deal, perhaps in this very programme, is bound to be written 
regarding the announcement that Ronnie Moore is to retire at the end of this 
season. Pushing 40, the one so aptly nicknamed ‘“‘ Mirac”’ has apparently 
decided to quit while still at the top. Not even the most avid Wimbledon 
supporter will begrudge Ronnie his retirement, and I’d like to take this oppor- 
tunity of adding my own “two pennorth” to the many tributes he will un- 
doubtedly receive in the months to come. 

As a spectator I number myself only as one among thousands who have 
been thrilled by his trackcraft, skill and ability; as a journalist I am just 
one of a much smaller band of writers who have recorded his achievements 
and triumphs; but there is one speedway area in which I alone had the unique 
opportunity of getting to know this man Moore in my one-time capacity 
as secretary of the Speedway Riders’ Association. 

Off and on during the five years I was privileged to hold this office, I 
assisted Chairman Cyril Brine—the former Wimbledon rider who now, as 
secretary, controls the S.R.A.—at the Association’s meetings. Around the 
conference table, with people then far removed from one another on the 
speedway scene, we piloted the riders, through the medium of their representa- 
tives, through many a crisis. I recall the forcefulness of argument of the late 
Peter Craven; the dour grimness of purpose of Scotsman Ken McKinlay; the 
lighthearted good humour of Howdy Byford; and the determination of a 
young “outsider,” a real “rebel with a cause,” the present-day Belle Vue 
captain, Tommy Roper; but above all I remember the diplomacy of Ronnie 
Moore. 

Many’s the time we would have been bogged down for hours on a debat- 
able point but for the calm and reasoned thinking—just the kind he displays 
on the track—of Ronnie, and many a rider today has cause to be grateful 
to the Wimbledon skipper, without even knowing it, for much of the legisla- 
tion, and the conditions under which speedway is run, that abound today, were 
formulated and carried through to fulfilment by an executive committee of 
which, for some time, the incomparable Mr. Moore was a leading member. 

Obviously I’m proud to have known, worked with, and watched, Ronnie 
for many years, but a word of explanation for penning this tribute at this 
particular time may not be out of place, Thanks to old friend Jerry Monk 
I had a most enjoyable evening at Plough Lane when the Poole team, for 
whom I now work as P.R.O., were visiting. I gladly accepted Jerry’s offer to 
pen a contribution about the “Pirates” in London for the programme, but 
since the visit coincided with the day on which Ronnie’s retirement was 
announced I am sure my good friends, Pete Smith, Reidar Eide, Odd Fossengen 
and the rest won’t scalp me for writing, instead, of the man whom I will always 
consider to be “the greatest ’—and since my own particular “ top-ten” in- 
cludes such names as Viv Huxley, Wal Phillips, Gus Kuhn, Wilbur Lamoreaux 
and Barry Briggs, it will quickly be clear that not only do I rate Ronnie so 
highly, but that deep down I’m something of a Wimbledon “fan” myself . . . 
except, these days, when they give “ my ” Poole boys such a pasting ! ‘ 

Many thanks, Jerry, for a wonderful evening’s entertainment. T only wish 
I could come to Plough Lane more often. 

Cyril J. Hart 


RONNIE MOORE SAYS..... 


By golly, but it’s great to have a complete team again—even though we 
are not yet all fully fit. Maido is riding under a very severe handicap, and his 
two falls at Swindon, one of them a real nasty one involving an argument 
with the safety fence, have done nothing at all to help his recovery. He 
has been spending a lot of his time in the sauna bath at Wimbledon trying to 
get himself back to abnormal. At the moment he may not be the fittest 
speedway rider, but he’s certainly the cleanest ! 

Trevor, of course, can still feel his injured thumb when he rides, but it 
should not affect his performance too much. He was off like a rocket from his 
first gate at his first meeting. and put up what was the fastest time of the 
meeting until Simensson just pipped him in the twelfth. Not bad for a little ’un 
after a six week lay off. Just to have him back in the side is a great morale 
booster for the whole team. 

So one way and another, we are feeling quite chirpy these days, and I can’t 
understand why I am still getting people coming up and moaning to me about 
different things. I am afraid I am getting a bit sick of it, and the next one 
is likely to get a ‘“ Ronnie Moore Lecture” he’ll remember for years. 

I have mentioned in this column once before, that, from the terraces you 
can’t see even half of what is going on behind the scenes. I don’t want to 
sound as though I am making excuses, because I am not, but Jim, for example, 
has had two motors begin to seize up under him while racing. From the stands, 
this is far from obvious. You have heard that I have been suffering from an 
internal complaint, I expect, and I have had trouble just sitting on a bike, never 
mind racing it. If Trevor-had been back, I should have pulled out of some 
meetings. 

You'll remember me saying before that if supporters are behind a rider, 
you'll see an improvement in his performance. Look at Peter Murray—like 
everyone else ,he still has his off-nights, but—he has improved 100 per cent 
now he has people cheering him on. So, some of you, stop moaning and get 
cheering ! 

Now, to change the subject, I have got something special for our “ under 
fifteens ” supporters. Send me a short essay—no more than 200 words—on 
“Why I go to Wimbledon Speedway.”” Entries close at 10.30 p.m. sharp on 
10th June. Don’t forget to put your name, address and date of birth on your 
entry. 

I shall read them all and personally select two winners, one boy and one 
girl. I shall announce their names at the meeting on 17th June and call them 
out to the centre to claim their prize. The prize is an invitation to be my 
guests at Coventry on 19th June. They will travel to Coventry with me, stay 
with me in the pits during the meeting, and I shall drive them to their homes 
afterwards. Send your entries to me by post, c/o Wimbledon Speedway, Plough 
Lane, S.W.17 OBL, or hand them into the Office here on or before 10th June. 

Keep coming, 
Ronnie Moore. 


LAST WEEK’S RIDERS AID FUND : — 
£8—1738, £5—0194, £3—0792, £1 each—1219, 0827, 0308, 0584. 








WIMBLEDON SPEEDWAY 


Meetings promoted by Wimbledon Speedway Ltd. 
Plough Lane. London. S.W.17 Tel: 01-946 5361 


SEASON 1971 





OFFICIALS 
Meetings staged under the direction of ... = as John E, Cearns 
Meetings conducted by ... ee Se ... A. R. James and E. J. Monk 
A.C.U. Official Referee Af, vr wise ag Be P. B. Ryall 
Clerk of the Course ae be,» ie he nas ... Jack Rackett 
Chief Pits Marshall a Bis Liss a ie Rs Alf Carter 
Starting Marshall ... beg & ve is ie Frank Lawrence 
Machine Examiner oe — ies oy adn ... Viv Harwood 
Announcer eh bid Bea sie ees a Pe Ken Tozer 
A.C.U. Timekeeper ai of ae is Me Lorraine Herwig 
Medical Officer Dr. John Wall, MB, BS, MRCS 


(Merton Div. of St. John Ambulance Bede. in attendance, Supt. F. G. Tucker.) 








All meetings held under the Speedway Regulations 
of the Speedway Control Board 
Track Licence No. 71/25 Permit No. SP 270 


Four lap race: 1,243 yds. Track record : 61.6 secs., Garry Middleton 22.10.70 


The Management reserves the right of admission, and the right to alter or abandon the 
programme. Should it be necessary, through any cause, to abandon the meeting prior 
to the completion of the sixth race, tickets giving free admission to a subsequent meeting 
will be issued. In no circumstances will any money be refunded. 


Betting is absolutely prohibited at all Speedway Meetings 





BRITISH LEAGUE MATCH—13 HEATS 


WIMBLEDON WEST HAM 
(DONS—Red, Yellow Star) (Hammers—Red/Blue White Hammers) 
RONNIE MOORE Captains OLLE NYGREN 

VIC GOODEN Team Managers HOWDY BYFORD 


Riders are identified by helmet colours : 

Home team, red and blue. Visitors, white and yellow & ‘black 
Scoring ; Winner of each heat, 3 pts; second, 2 pts; third, 1 pt. 
Tactical Substitutes: If after the fourth heat of a fixture a team is six or more 
points in arrears a Team Manager may substitute a rider or riders in the next or 
succeding heats with another rider (or riders) in his team, but such riders may be 
used as substitutes once only. Substitutions must stop when the team is less than six 
points in arrears. 
Disqualification : A rider disqualified for breaking the starting tapes should be replaced 
by rider No. 6 or 7, if available. 


BRITISH LEAGUE MATCH 
















WIMBLEDON eRe aaa 
1. Trevor Hedge aa he a a 
2. John Dews me iA Silky | BS 
3. Cyril Maidment iO | a: 
4. Jim Tebby i ee ae 
5. Ronnie Moore | ea ee | 
6. Peter Murray REE GE quid ora 
7. John Bishop a Se Aa ere 















Heat Helmet Points Scored 
No. No. Riders Substitute Colour Pts. W’don West Ham 
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2 | J. Dews } 
| Progressive Score 
Ti 1 | O. Nygren H 
| IN fyi Qo 
W7... 2 | S. Stevens 
Heat 2 6 | P. Murray f zy 
7 | J. Bishop 
| Progressive Score 
Time_ 6 | A. Sage 4 
\slo-% 7 | M. Handley 


Heat 3 5 R. Moore 
4|J. Tebby 
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Ti 3 | C. Lofqvist EX ig F : 
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Time 5 


44 4 | A. Belham 


Heat 4 3 | C. Maidment 
6 | P. Murray 





WIMBLEDON v WEST HAM 
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Heat Helmet Points Scored 
No. No. Riders Substitute Colour Pts. W’don West Ham 
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Time 2 | S. Stevens i 1 wi t 
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Heat Helmet Points Scored 
No. No. Riders Substitute Colour Pts. W’don West Ham 

: | cM rea. 
Heat 9 5 | R. Moore i i Ri as ; i | 

| Sve 2a ne: 

4 | J. Tebby him pd} S 
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Time 3 | C. Lofqvist i i: wit H 
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Time 3 | C. Lofqvist if Ww iO | 
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Heat 13 | 3 Sams jeri 
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5 | R. Moore fuaeer.. Bid uy = 
Time ito. Nygren ies: i WwW Z aa 
QT: 6 4 | A. Belham | ai. 2 Yes. é) Ly 3 = ai 





INTERVAL 
DRAW FOR TONIGHT’S RIDERS AID FUND PRIZES 


Race 14 THE JUNIOR ELIMINATOR 
The winner goes forward to Race 18 (Y&B) 
Graeme Stapleton (Red) Steve Collins (White) 


Bob ae (Blue) Phil Pratt (Y&B) 
coal 
b cst We a ard... KD... Time.... . | 


RACE 15 THE GARY EVERETT TROPHY 










HEAT 1 
Trevor Hedge (Red) _-Stan Stevens (White) 
John Dews ETD (00 te Handley Va 
Result 1st, SEE 2nd... SAGE 3rd... WHITE time,.6.9.: one 
Winner to Ist Semi-Final (Red) Second to 2nd Semi-Final (Red) 
RACE 16 HEAT 2 
Qe aicrenr ABELL (Red) Olle Nygren (White) 
Mike‘Gardner (Blue) Alan Sage (Y&B) 
Result st, WATE ond ae V2 sa KEL)... Time..6.7:.&., 
Winner to Ist Semi-Final (Blue) Second to 2nd Semi-Final (Blue) 
RACE 17 HEAT 3 
Ronnie Moore (Red) Christer Lofqvist (White) 
John Bishop (Blue) Alan Belham (Y&B) 
4) é rE ee 
Result it KED fiat and... bi.VE.. ora USA TE ee. hag 
Winner to 2nd Semi-Final (White) Second to Ist Semi-Final (White) 
RACE 18 HEAT 4 
Jim Tebby (Red) Peter Murgg (White) 
Wes PROT Ook). SHZ2A eB) 
Resu't [Sti ca. ees 2nd.... Time..... 69°46 
Winner to 2nd Semi-Final (Y&B) Second to Ist Semi-Final (Y&B) 
RACE 19 FIRST SEMI-FINAL ’ 
ma) ... (Red) _X BISHO ae (White) 
meee - 2. (Blue) ORB sas (Y&B) 
, 2nd) wae... ard. UATE Time. ie 


j First and Second to the FINAL (Red and Blue) 
: ECOND SEMI-FIN 


AGE) (Red)... [1005 E 


es) es 8 STRAY, 0... 


Result 1st WATE, 2nd. ¥@S... ara. RED. time.6T°7.. 


First and Second to the FINAL (White and Y&B) 











RACE 21, THE GARY EVERETT TROPHY e 
‘ FINAL = 
O NYGREN oo. mot ~ RMeeee.. (White) 
PMSA Pets, (Blue), ni) (Y&B) 
Remit «ia WATE ana BD sae anes Oe 
PRESENTATION OF THE TROPHY 
TONIGHT’S TRAINING SESSION under the control of Vic Gooden 
1. Malcolm Lake, Harrow, JAP 5..Bob Abell, Wembley, JAP 
2. P. Mason, Barnet, Jawa 6. Tyburn Gallows, London, JAP 
3. Ian Spencer, Bexleyheath, JAP 7. Denis McCabe, Clapham, JAP 


4. Charlie Gaze, Eltham, JAP 8. Andy Bassett, E. Grinstead, JAP 
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Tonight we shall be making our Annual Collection for the 
Speedway Riders’ Benevolent Fund. As you watch the Hammers 
and the Gary Everett Trophy races, please remember the dangers 
that our riders face in providing our entertainment, and remember, 
too, their families. 


SUPPORT THE BENEVOLENT FUND 


DERE FBP PPFD FLL IAP LAPD H SD PPLLA DALAM LAL. AE 


RIDERS’ AID FUND extra prizes tonight 
Tickets for the new thriller at 
WIMBLEDON THEATRE 
“MAKE NO MISTAKE” 
Starring Richard Greene 


Fixture changes 

Our chart on the back page has been amended, this week, to show the 
up to date position of coming events. One item to bring especially to your 
attention is that we shall now be travelling to Halifax on Saturday, June 12th, 
instead of in October. Unless there are further changes, later, this means that 
our League programme will be completed on 20th September at our home 
meeting. Until then, we hope the suspense is agony for you ! 





Tonight’s victims — and not too concerned. it seems. 





SUPPORTERS CLUB NEWS 

WOLVERHAMPTON MATCH REPORT (B. League) FRIDAY 21st MAY. 
Heat 1: Trevor Hedge leads Ole Olsen for two laps, but the flying Dane 
Es through and it’s a 4—2 as Nils Weiss heads Jim Tebby home for third 
place. 

2: Wolves wrap up a 5—I in the first bend as Gary Peterson and Geoff 
Ambrose lead John Bishop and Peter Murray. Ambrose leaves gaps a mile 
wide but our duo fail to take advantage. 

3: John Erskine breaks the tapes which benefits Wolves as replacement 
Gary Peterson follows Norman Hunter home for another 5—1 with Cyril 
Maidment third and John Dews falling on the third lap. Heaven help us, 
we're ten points down with just three races gone. 

4: A loose back wheel stops Ronnie Moore taking Bill Powell and it’s 
another 5—I1 as Ambrose passes Moore followed by Bishop. 

5: A 4—2 for Wolves is reversed as Hedge takes Hunter on the last bend 
and Tebby passes Erskine on the second lap. 

6: From the gate, Olsen, Moore, Murray and Weiss for a drawn heat, but 
we still trail by twelve points. 

7: _ An easy win for tactical substitute Trevor Hedge, but Powell and Ambrose 
easily beat Maidment to draw the heat. 

8: Moore takes Peterson on the last bend and with Tebby holding third place 
over Weiss we cut our deficit to ten points. 

9: Another Dons 4—2 with Moore beating Hunter and Murray easily losing 
Erskine. 

10: A predictable 4—2 as Olsen leads Maidment, followed by Weiss and 
Dews. 

11: Peterson leads Hedge all the way, but Tebby does well to draw the 
heat by beating Powell. Two races to go but we have already lost. 

12: Moore leads Olsen for half a lap, but Ole flies past and with Erskine 
leading Maidment all the way it’s a 42. 

13: Powell breaks the tapes and is replaced by Ambrose. Hunter leads 
Hedge all the way, but Dews gets a gift point when Ambrose falls on the 
last bend. 

Our Wolverhampton match report would not be complete without our 
annual dig at the state of the track. For some unknown reason, Messrs. 
Bridgett and Parker prefer a track so deep as to make good racing impossible, 
with most riders having to turn their bikes round the bends rather than sliding 
round, which is what the public prefer except perhaps the Wolverhampton 
patrons .. . and there were not too many of them to be seen ! 
WOLVERHAMPTON 45:  O. Olsen 12, G. Peterson 10 paid 11, N. Hunter 
10, G. Ambrose 5 paid 8, B. Powell 5, N. Weiss 2, J. Erskine 1. 
WIMBLEDON 33: T. Hedge 12, R. Moore 10, J. Tebby 3 paid 4, C. Maid- 
ment 3, P. Murray 2 paid 3, J. Bishop, 2, J. Dews | paid 2. / 

Tickets for Reserved and Numbered Seats for the World Championship / 
BRITISH FINAL, being staged at Coventry, Wednesday 16th June (7.45 p.m.} 
are available (Adult or Child) 75p, from Ticket Office, Coventry Stadium, 
Rugby Road, Brandon, Near Coventry. 

Tickets are NOT required for Main and Popular Enclosures where /Ad- 
mission will be by Turnstile on the Night—Main Enclosure (County Stand 
Track View Lounges, Buffets, Bars, Terraces) 50p Adults, 25p Child : 
Popular Enclosure (City Stand Track View Lounges, Buffets, Bars, Térraces) 
40p Adults, 20p Child. 


FLXTURES 1971 


HOME fatures are printed in BOLD TYPE. Subject to alteration 
Points Points 

Date Own Opts. Date Own Opts 

Th. Mar. 25 BL Sheffield 48 30 Th. July 15 BL Reading 

Ss. 27 BL Cradley Heath 41 37 W. 21 BL: Poole 

M. 29 MGC Reading 33 45 Th. 22 England v. Sweden 

W. 31 Ch Poole 35 43 T. 27 BL Leicester 

Th. Apr. 1 BL Wolverhampton 42 35 Th. 29 BL Glasgow 

Th. 8 MGC Reading 50 28 Th. Aug. 5 Open Meeting 

F, 9 BL Oxford 38 39 Th. 5 BL Sheffield 

M. 12 BL Oxford 52 26S. 7 BL King’s Lynn 

Th. 15 MGC West Ham 41 37 Th. 12 S. Riders Ch. Final 

F. 16 MGC Hackney 34 44 F. 13 BL Swindon 

Th. 22 World Ch. QR G. Middleton M. 16 BL Exeter 

Tu. 27 MGC West Ham 39 39 Th. 19 BL Swindon F 

Th. 29 MGC Hackney 35 43 Th. 26 England y. Russia —~ 

S. 8 KO Swindon 35 43S. 28 BL’ Belle Vue 

Th. 13 BL Coventry 50 28 M. 30 LC West Ham 3 p.m 

Th. 20 BL Poole 47 31M. 30 1st Replacement 

F. 21 BL Wolverhampton 33 45 Day or Laurels 

Th. 27 BL West Ham Th. Sept. 2 BL Newport 

M. 31 Wills’ Internationale Th. 9 No Home Meeting © 

Th. June 3 BL Wembley F 10 LC Hackney 

Th. 10 BL Cradley Heath Th. 16 BL King’s Lynn 

S. 12 BL Halifax - F. 17 BL Glasgow 

Th. 17 BL Leicester ;: M. 20 BL Reading 

S. 19 BL Coventry Th. 23 BL Belle Vue 

Th. 24 BL Halifax S. 25 BL, Wembley 

F. 25 BL Newport Th. 30 BL Exeter 

Tu. 29 BL West Ham Th. Oct. 7 LC West Ham 

Th. July 1S, Riders Ch. QR Th. 14 LC Hackney 

Th 8 BL Hackney Th. pa Laurels 

FP. 9 BL Hackney 


Key : BL—British League; Ch.—Challenge: KO—Knock-Out Cup:MGC—Metropolitan 
Gold Cup: LC—London Cup: OR—Qualifving round 








> anil 


WILLS INTERNATIONALE 
NEXT MONDAY AT 


WIMBLEDON 
SPEEDWAY 


POPULAR ENCLOSURE TICKE’'3 ON SALE TONIGHT 
ADULTS 50p; CHILDREN 30p 
OR AT THE TURNSTILES ON THE NIGHT 


roo 





tote 
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